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1. Seasonal Overview
❖ A total of 17,708 orchards from non-CBS free areas applied for export to the EU and only 11,980 orchards underwent 

normal inspection and re-inspection.

❖ To date a total of 740 orchards were rejected due to CBS both local and EU, reflecting a 26.1% decrease on rejection as 

compared to the 998 rejections recorded in the previous season. 

❖ 740 orchards are suspended to export to EU for 2025 and 2026 season.

❖ The current EU CBS Regulation is set to expire on 31 March 2028 and Regulations concerning False Codling Moth (FCM) 

and Fruit Flies remain unchanged.

❖ The QMS Laboratory in Letsitele (Tzaneen) was approved in June for CBS testing, easing pressure on the Northern 

Region.

❖ Packhouse Delivery Inspection (PDI) found to be ineffective.

❖ Oranges are the most frequently rejected fruit type this season, overtaking lemons from last season.

❖ Zero EU interceptions under ISPM 15, but local non-compliance at packhouses was observed.

❖ Transport Efficiency: Sufficient vehicles have been procured to minimize delays in dropping off and collecting officials, 

particularly during peak inspection periods, ensuring smoother logistics and improved time management.



2. Orchards Inspection Breakdown per office 
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❖ The E.C accounted for the majority of orchard 

inspections, driven by widespread production 

area.

❖ The Northern Region (Limpopo, MP, and N.W) 

followed closely in inspection volume.

❖ KwaZulu-Natal (KZN) recorded the lowest number 

of inspections compared to other regions.



3. CBS: EU Interception and Local Rejection

❖ EU interceptions decreased by 54,8%, indicating 

improved compliance during pre-boarder 

inspections.

❖ Local rejections saw a 25% reduction from 

previous season.

❖ Limpopo Province accounted for the majority of 

EU interceptions, highlighting the need for 

enhanced monitoring of CBS.

❖ The drop in CBS-related rejections is 

encouraging and may reflect improved orchard 

management especially in the E.C Region.
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4. Breakdown – EU Rejection and Local interception

❖ Northern Region led EU interceptions in 2025, while the rest of the regions are very low 
with zero interception from KZN.

❖ The Netherlands emerged as the leading EU destination for interceptions, followed by 
Spain.

❖ Hoedspruit accounted for the highest number of EU interceptions and Local rejection.
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CBS Monthly Breakdown Rejections vs Interception

❖ The first CBS interception in 2025 occurred earlier than expected

❖ This shift underscores that each season presents its own 

dynamics.

❖ The early EU interception was preceded by local CBS rejections 
on lemons 
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5. Current Season Regulatory Inspection Report

• The inspections are those specified under the 

current EU Regulation for citrus exports.

• Ineffective of PDIs by packhouses – zero 

interceptions reported by pack houses and does 

not correlate to the high number of CBS rejection 

during the line inspections by PPECB.

• This discrepancy raises serious concerns about the 

effectiveness and accuracy of PDIs conducted by 

packhouses.
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6. Voluntary Deregistered Orchards
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❖ The most common reason for voluntary 

deregistration during the 2025 season was the 

detection of CBS — either at the orchard level 

or during packhouse inspections. 



7. Young orchards (less than 5 years old) rejected with CBS 
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• Out of 77 rejected orchards, 40 have been audited to date, offering a 

representative sample for analysis and trend identification.

• The final audit report is scheduled for release before the end of 

November 2025 and will inform future regulatory adjustments.

• Most affected fruit types are Oranges, followed by Soft Citrus.

• Tango, a soft citrus cultivar, emerged as the most rejected cultivar on 

orchards less than 3 years old..

• Several growers raised concerns about the effectiveness of certain 

chemicals which require collective attention (Industry, DoA & Chemical 

Rep)

• Several rejected orchards were found adjacent to neglected or 

unregistered orchards, which may act as CBS inoculum sources and  

increasing the risk of cross-contamination.



8. False Codling Month (FCM) 
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❖ A total of two FCM interceptions were recorded in 2025, compared to one 

interception in 2024.

❖ The interceptions originated from Musina and Addo, affecting shipments 

of grapefruit and oranges.

❖ The notifying countries were the Netherlands and Bulgaria.



9. Challenge Encountered
Challenge Solution

Lack of communication: Inconsistent or delayed information flow among 

stakeholders.

Clients are encouraged to escalate the matter 

ASAP. 

Safety Concern: Long grass and snake encounters posing ongoing safety 

risks to officials.

Orchards with long grass won’t be inspected.

Language barriers: Difficulties in communication with certain growers. English is the preferred language for communication

Spray gaps: Inconsistencies observed during spray verification 

processes.

Orchards with spray gaps wont approved for export 

to EU.

Decision makers not always available in the farm: Delays in decision-

making when CBS is suspected due to absence of farm decision-makers.

Inspectors’ decision will be final.

System glitches (eInspect): Technical issues affecting operational 

efficiency.

Contact eCert technical support team or Regional 

Coordinator as soon as possible.

Orchard identification issues: Absence of orchard boards; bricks used 

as substitutes.

Permanent orchards boards are compulsory.



Way forward for 2026 Citrus Season

• ALPP Survey: Will be prioritized for mid-season (May–June 2026) to ensure greater coverage and early 
CBS detection in Musina and Soutpansberg.

• CBS Pest Free Area survey scheduled for 2026:The CBS Pest Free Area survey is planned for the 2026 
season to ensure proper surveillance.

• FCM, FF and CBS audit at the packhouse will be prioritized for 2026 citrus season.

Additional way forward for the 2026 season is still under discussion between the DoA, PPECB, and the 
Citrus Industry and final decisions will be communicated during the Pre-Season Meeting.



11. ISPM 15 Awareness
During the 2025 season, ISPM 15 local rejections by PPECB at packhouses were primarily attributed to the 
following reasons:

❖ Illegible markings on pallets

❖ Incomplete ISPM 15 stamps

❖ Presence of bark on wood packaging

❖ Use of pallets from manufacturers not registered on the official ISPM 15 database

Approved 
Marking Code

Date Code
Compulsory

Not Approved 
Marking Code

Non-Complying stamp Complying Stamp



12. Contact Details for EU Program - Regional Coordinators

Region Name and Surname Email Address Contact No.

Eastern Cape Ms. Esona Seku EsonaS@nda.gov.za 060 973 0522

Limpopo Ms. Mahlogonolo Lebea MahlogonoloL@nda.gov.za 072 209 6927

Gauteng / N.W Mr. Jimmy Mogodi SerageM@nda.gov.za 060 973 4428

KwaZulu Natal Mr. Haswell Mkhize HaswellM@nda.gov.za 060 973 5952

Mpumalanga Ms. Happy Nyalungu HappyN@nda.gov.za 072 779 0110



THANK YOU FOR YOUR ATTENTION

Contact Details:
Tel No. 060 973 8081

Email: KhulisoM@nda.gov.za
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